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RESOURCES 2: A4 COLOUR 

CARDS, SINGLE-SIDED



Word bank for historical sources

word meaning

atrocity an extremely cruel act

barbarous extremely cruel or uncivilised

bestial behaving so badly that the person is acting ‘like a beast’

deportation transporting someone forcibly from a place or a country

indelible impossible to remove

liberation setting free

obligation a duty or commitment to do something

passive inactive; allowing something to happen without doing anything about it

remnants what is left over after the rest has been destroyed or removed

retribution revenge

typhus an acute disease spread by lice and fleas

tyranny a cruel form of rule that doesn’t respect people’s rights



RESOURCES 3: A4 COLOUR 

CARDS, SINGLE-SIDED



SOURCE A: Context

Source context

This photograph shows a Polish-Jewish man and a woman being deported. They are shown at Croydon airport 

being escorted by police officers to be sent on a plane back to Czechoslovakia. They were part of a group of 13 

people being deported; the man had previously been living in Czechoslovakia, and had just arrived in Britain.

The Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia just over two weeks before this photo was taken, on the 15 th March 1939, and 

some Czechs had decided to flee. Refugees at the time had no automatic right of entry to Britain, unless they 

could show they had enough money to support themselves, or had someone to look after them. There was some 

opposition to immigration on the grounds that it threatened British jobs, and some feared that ‘floodgates’ would 

be opened if Britain offered sanctuary to all who wanted it.

The refugees threatened to jump out of the plane if the pilot took off, so the pilot refused. One story is that the man 

had actually informed the press beforehand so they could come and record the event, hoping this might help his 

case to stay in Britain. Eventually, it seems that only one of the group of thirteen, David Herbst, was allowed to 

stay because his wife, a former Austrian tennis star was already in Britain, and friends testified he had enough 

money to stay.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, were 
taken, and 

why?

What choices 
to act were 

there?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Refugees from German-occupied 

Czechoslovakia being marched way by 

police at Croydon airport

Date: 31st March 1939

Archive: Wiener Library, London



SOURCE B: Context

Source context

Following Hitler’s invasion of Poland on the 1st September, 29139, Britain and France quickly declared a state of 

war with Germany.

What is important here is the reasoning Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister at the time, gave for going to war. 

The ‘obligations’ he refers to are the promises Britain and France made to Poland that they would declare war if 

Poland was invaded. There is no mention here, though, of Jews, and certainly no mention of going to war to save 

Jews, which is a misconception many students (and adults) in England still have.

Key questions;

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, were 
taken, and 

why?

What choices 
to act were 

there?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Neville Chamberlain’s ‘Declaration 

of War’

Date: 3rd September 1939

Archive: The National Archives



SOURCE C: Context

Source context

At the start of the war there were more than 70,000 potential ‘enemy aliens’ estimated to be living in Britain, 

including Germans, Austrians and, later, Italians. The government divided them into three categories – ‘A’ were 

‘high risk’ (600); ‘B’ were ‘doubtful cases’ (6,500); and ‘C’ were ‘no security risk’ (64,000) which included mostly 

refugees fleeing Nazi persecution. At first, only ‘A’ category were sent to special ‘internment camps’ – eventually, 

almost all were. Many were sent to camps in racecourses, such as Ascot and York, or incomplete housing estates, 

such as Huyton near Liverpool. Most, though, were sent to the Isle of Man. 

Ludwig Neumann was a German-Jewish businessman who owned an industrial clothing factory in Essen. After he 

was forced by the Nazis to sell it to a so-called ‘Aryan’ businessman, he was sent to Dachau concentration camp, 

and from there left Germany for Great Britain where he was briefly interned in the Isle of Man as an ‘enemy alien’. 

He later went on to serve as an anti-aircraft gunner for the British during the war.

The National Archives also contains many notes and letters such as the one shown here, written to the Home 

Office, describing some British attitudes towards non-British citizens and immigrants.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, were 
taken, and 

why?

What choices 
to act were 

there?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Ludwig Neumann interned on the 

Isle of Man

Date: 1941

Archive: The Wiener Library



SOURCE D: Context

Source context

On 25 June 1942, the Daily Telegraph published information that 700,000 Polish Jews had been murdered, 

naming Chelmno as one of the killing sites. Chelmno, in German-occupied Poland, was the first of the Nazi death 

camps and used mobile gas vans to murder Jews.

The information came from a report sent by the Bund via the Polish underground to Szmul Zygielbojm, a 

representative on the Polish National Council in London. The Bund was a Jewish socialist party in Poland which 

promoted the political, cultural and social rights of Jewish workers and fought against antisemitism.

Zygielbojm worked tirelessly to alert the world to the mass murder of his fellow Jews. On 26 June 1942, 

Zygielbojm broadcast the main facts of the Bund Report on BBC radio.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about… What actions, 
if any, did they 
take, and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: The Daily Telegraph

Date: 15th June 1942

Archive: The Daily Telegraph



SOURCE E: Context

Source context

Gerhart Riegner was the World Jewish Congress (WJC) representative in Switzerland. A message about theNazi  

extermination plan reached Riegner in Switzerland from a German industrialist who hated Nazism, and who had 

access to highly placed Nazi officials.

On 8th August, convinced that the message was as accurate as it was terrible, Riegner handed an identical 

telegram to the British Consul to send to Sydney Silverman in London, a Labour MP, and Chairman of the British 

Section of the WJC. Nothing was said, or even known, about the plan having already been in operation for nearly 

4½  months already.

Silverman was finally given Riegner’s message on 17th August, and promptly asked for an interview at the Foreign 

Office. At the interview, Colonel Ponsonby said ‘he should consider whether any action taken by the Jewish 

Associations might not annoy the Germans and make any action they were proposing to take even more 

unpleasant than it might otherwise have been.’ It was clear that the impact of Riegner’s telegram had been lost.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…
What actions, 
if any, were 
taken, and 

why?

What choices 
to act were 

there?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: The Riegner Telegram

Date: 8th August 1942

Archive: The National Archives, 

London



SOURCE F: Context

Source context

What is this source? 

This is an extract from Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s notes for a speech he gave in the House of Commons 

in Parliament. He condemns the ‘utter degradation of the Nazi nature’ and the atrocities they have committed 

across Europe with particular reference to the Jews.

This speech was given on the 8th December 1942, shortly before the Allied Declaration given by Foreign Secretary 

Anthony Eden that publicly acknowledged the Nazi atrocities against the Jews.

The final sentence makes clear that British wartime policy was to win the war first, and then punish the 

perpetrators after. The Allies never made it a war aim to save the Jews of Europe, and were unwilling to divert 

significant resources away from the war effort, arguing that this would be the most effective way to stop the Nazi 

crimes.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, did 
they take, 
and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Churchill’s speaking notes 

for the House of Commons

Date: 8th September 1942

Archive: Churchill Archives 

Centre, Cambridge



SOURCE G: Context

Source Context

What is this source? 

This is a copy of a letter of support from Winston Churchill, written to the Archbishop of Canterbury, condemning 

Nazi atrocities against the Jewish people. This letter was written ahead of a public meeting to be held in the Albert 

Hall to express outrage at the atrocities in German-occupied territories.

It demonstrates that there was widespread knowledge of these atrocities, during the war itself, while the murders 

were ongoing. And that this was known not only at the highest political level (Churchill was the British Prime 

Minister), but also among the general public, as shown in the public meeting to be held in a prominent public 

building.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…
What actions, 

if any, did 
they take, 
and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Letter to the Archbishop of 

Canterbury by Winston Churchill

Date: 29 October 1942

Archive: Churchill Archives 

Centre, Cambridge



SOURCE H: Context

Source context

Anthony Eden, the British Foreign Secretary, read out a statement in Parliament called the ‘Joint Declaration by 

Members of the United Nations’ on behalf of both the British and American governments.

In it, he described the unfolding genocide in Nazi-occupied Europe and concluded by saying that ‘those 

responsible for these crimes shall not escape retribution,’ which directly relates to one of the options on the 2016 

UCL student survey.

Pressure had been building on the Government to acknowledge the unfolding genocide in Europe as information 

about it was increasing, especially that supplied by the Polish Government-in-Exile which was based in London.

Key questions;

What does this source tell you about… What actions, 
if any, did they 
take, and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Anthony Eden’s ‘Allied 

Declaration’

Date: 17th December,1942

Archive: The National Archives



SOURCE I: Context

Source Context

Szmul Zygielbojm, the Bundist deputy to the Polish National Council, made frantic efforts to persuade the Polish 

Government-in-Exile in London and the Allied powers to do more to help save the Jews of continental Europe, but 

they came to nothing.

On 11th May 1943, he told a Polish Jewish reporter that he was contemplating a hunger strike to draw attention to 

the slaughter. However, instead on 12th May Szmul Zygielbojm committed suicide in London.

His note said ‘the responsibility for this crime… falls indirectly on the whole human race’. Although Zygielbojm’s 

death was widely reported in the press, the motive behind it received little notice.

Key questions;

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, did they 
take, and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Suicide letter of Szmul

Zygielbojm

Date: 11th May 1943

Archive: The National Archives



SOURCE J: Context

Source Context

Eleanor Rathbone was a social reformer who became an independent MP in 1929 until her death in 1946. She 

was particularly involved in campaigns for women’s suffrage, human rights and issues around refugees. This 

pamphlet was first published in May 1943, at the time of a long-awaited debate in Parliament over the refugee 

crisis.

Rathbone argued in Parliament that the British government showed little sign of urgency in dealing with the 

refugee problem. She asked how many more ‘who might be saved will perish’ unless the British government 

acted. ‘We are responsible if a single man, woman or child perishes whom we could and should have saved,’ she 

declared.

Conservative MP Colonel Ward, who spoke after her, responded by saying that ‘to admit a large number of 

refugees of the Jewish religion might easily fan the smouldering flames of antisemitism which exist here into a 

flame.’ He also feared they would gravitate to the East End of London, where, after the Blitz, there was a severe 

housing shortage. He suggested refugees should be settled in Libya and Tunisia, in North Africa, instead. 

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, did they 
take, and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: ‘Rescue the Perishing’ by 

Eleanor Rathbone

Date: June, 1943

Archive: The Wiener Library



SOURCE K: Context

Source context

Although they are not dated, these two photographs were probably taken around July – August 1944. Whilst 

probably taken by an American reconnaissance plane, they were held by the Air Ministry and RAF records.

According to historian Martin Gilbert, Winston Churchill was supportive of bombing raids on Auschwitz, which 

hadn’t been possible earlier in the war as it was beyond the range of Allied aircraft, but the RAF were resistant for 

logistical reasons. There was also some resistance from the World Jewish Congress, concerned that the first 

victims of any bombing would be the Jews themselves, but they did call for bombing railway lines.

The area identified as number 2 on the first photograph is that shown in the second: Auschwitz III (Monowitz). This 

slave labour camp served a synthetic oil and rubber plant. Industries like this were the prime targets of Allied 

bombing raids from August 1944, with the intention of disabling German industry to disrupt its war effort. In 

September some cluster bombs were dropped on Birkenau, but this was in error. Several times Auschwitz I and II 

were accidentally photographed, but photo-analysts knew little about Auschwitz and so didn’t comprehend that 

they were looking at a factory of death.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…

What actions, 
if any, did they 
take, and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?

Title: Air Ministry & RAF 

Photograph 

Date: July 1944

Archive: The National Archives



SOURCE L: Context

Source context

This source is a response to a Mass Observation Directive about a newsreel film of the liberation of Bergen-

Belsen that was shown in British cinemas. It is dated May 1945, and shows the response of one member of the 

public to viewing this film. 

Bergen-Belsen, near Hanover in northern Germany, was the most significant of the concentration camps to be 

liberated by the British, on April 15th 1945.

Conditions were horrific when the British arrived. Half the 60,000 inmates had arrived just a week before on death 

marches from the East. Disease, especially typhus, was rife, as was starvation, with many of the inmates being 

described in witness accounts as ‘living skeletons’ and ‘walking dead’.

Key questions

What does this source tell you about…

Title: Atrocity Film Directive

Date: 3rd May 1945

Archive: Mass Observation

What actions, 
if any, did 
they take, 
and why?

What choices 
to act did they 

have?

Who had this 
knowledge?

What 
knowledge 

was there of 
the Holocaust 
at this time?



RESOURCES 4:

A6 COLOUR CARDS, 

SINGLE-SIDED



Kindertransport
November 1938 - August 1939

British citizens like Nicholas Winton worked 

tirelessly to rescue Jewish children in 

German-occupied Europe. 

He helped raise funds to pay for their 

transport and guaranteed the British 

government that they wouldn’t remain in the 

United Kingdom after the war. In all, he 

found foster homes for 669 children.

The children’s parents who weren’t allowed 

entry to the UK have been given far less 

attention in public memory.
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https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0


Deporting Jewish refugees 
March 1939

When the Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia 

on the 15th March, some Jews decided to 

flee. Refugees at the time had no 

automatic right of entry to Britain, unless 

they could show they had enough money, 

or had someone to look after them. 

In Britain there was some opposition to 

immigration on the grounds that they 

threatened British jobs, and some feared 

that ‘floodgates’ would be opened if 

Britain offered sanctuary to all who 

wanted it.
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British internment camps 
c.1940

German-Jewish citizens such as Ludwig 

Neumann were seen as ‘enemy aliens’ 

and placed in internment camps in 

Britain, mostly on the Isle of Man.

Many British citizens resented their 

presence. They called the inmates 

‘scum,’ ‘aliens,’ ‘thieves’ and ‘murderers’.

The National Archives has many letters 

that members of the public wrote to the 

Home Office at the time that used this 

sort of language.©
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Churchill: ‘a crime without a name’ 
August 1941

Winston Churchill described the actions 

of Einsatzgruppen (mobile killing squads) 

as Hitler’s forces invaded the Soviet 

Union in 1941. Churchill said:

‘As his armies advance, whole districts 

are being exterminated. Scores of 

thousands, literally scores of thousands 

of executions in cold blood are being 

perpetrated by the German police troops 

upon the Russian patriots who defend 

their native soil… We are in the presence 

of a crime without a name.’
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Sinking of the MV Struma 
February, 1942

The MV Struma was a ship trying to take 

nearly 800 Jewish refugees from Romania 

to British-controlled Palestine. 

The British refused the ship permission to 

land in Palestine, so the Turkish authorities 

towed her out to sea from Istanbul, where 

she was sunk by a Soviet submarine.

All the passengers died apart from 19 year 

old David Stoliar, who clung to a piece of 

floating wreckage and was rescued.



The Daily Telegraph reported the 

murders of 700,000 Jews in Poland.

It called it ‘the greatest massacre in the 

world’s history.’ It even mentioned the 

use of poison gas.

The report is based on information sent 

to Szmul Zygielbojm of the Polish 

National Council in London by an 

underground Polish group that managed 

to smuggle details out of the country. 

Newspaper reports Jewish murders 
May 1942
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Gerhart Riegner (of the World Jewish 

Congress) sent a telegram to the British 

government, which was met with disbelief. 

It said:

‘received alarming report stating that, in the 

Fuehrer's Headquarters, a plan has been 

discussed, and is under consideration, 

according to which all Jews in countries 

occupied or controlled by Germany 

numbering 3½ to 4 millions should, after 

deportation and concentration in the East, 

be at one blow exterminated…’

Riegner Telegram
August 1942
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In the House of Commons Winston 

Churchill gave a speech declaring:

‘When the hour of liberation strikes in 

Europe, as strike it will, it will also be the 

hour of retribution.’

It set out the consistent British strategic 

belief that it was necessary to win the 

war first, and then punish the 

perpetrators afterwards.

Churchill: ‘the hour of retribution’
September 1942
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Jan Karski provided non-Jewish, eye-

witness testimony to the British Foreign 

Office about events in Poland. He 

conveyed secret messages from the 

Polish resistance to the Polish 

Government-in-Exile in London.

His report described the liquidation of  

the Warsaw ghetto, deportations, and 

gassings at Belzec. It led to the Allied 

Declaration in December 1942.

Karski report
November 1942
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Anthony Eden declared in the House of 

Commons that:

‘reliable reports have recently reached 

His Majesty's Government regarding the 

barbarous and inhuman treatment to 

which Jews are being subjected in 

German-occupied Europe… The 

German authorities, are now carrying 

into effect Hitler's oft repeated intention 

to exterminate the Jewish people in 

Europe.’

The Allied Declaration
December 1942
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In the House of Lords the Archbishop pleaded 

for the rescue of Jews:

‘The Jews are being slaughtered at the rate of 

tens of thousands a day on many days…

The priest and the Levite… were not in the 

least responsible for the traveller's wounds as 

he lay there by the roadside… but they stand 

as the picture of those who are condemned for 

neglecting the opportunity of showing mercy...

We at this moment have upon us a tremendous 

responsibility. We stand at the bar of history, of 

humanity and of God.’

Archbishop of Canterbury’s plea
March 1943



This conference between the UK and USA 

was to discuss the question of Jewish 

refugees still trapped in Nazi-occupied 

Europe. It occurred on the day the Warsaw 

ghetto uprising transmitted its final 

message: ‘save us’.

The British refused to allow Jewish 

refugees entrance to Palestine, then under 

the control of the British mandate. The only 

thing the conference agreed on was to 

move 630 Jews who had already found 

refuge in neutral Spain to North Africa. 

The Bermuda Conference
April 1943



Frustrated at the indifference and inaction of 

the Allied governments in the face of the 

Holocaust, especially by the lack of action at 

the Bermuda conference and with the 

murder of his wife Manya and son Tuvia in 

the Warsaw ghetto uprising, Zygielbojm 

committed suicide in London in protest.

He declared that responsibility ‘directly falls 

upon the whole of humanity, on the peoples 

of the Allied nations and their governments, 

who up to this day have not taken any real 

steps to halt this crime.’

The suicide of Szmul Zygielbojm
May 1943



Eleanor Rathbone was a social reformer and 

independent MP. In May 1943 her pamphlet 

‘Rescue the Perishing’ argued the British 

Government had done little to help refugees.

Conservative MP Colonel Ward, responding to her 

in Parliament, said that ‘to admit a large number 

of refugees of the Jewish religion might easily fan 

the smouldering flames of antisemitism which 

exist here into a flame.’ He also feared they would 

gravitate to the East End of London, where, after 

the Blitz, there was a severe housing shortage.

Eleanor Rathbone
June 1943



Rudolf Vrba and Alfred Wetzler were two Slovak 

Jews who escaped from Auschwitz in April 1944.

Although since November 1942 the Allies had 

known Jews were being killed in large numbers at 

Auschwitz, the Vrba-Wetzler report which was 

part-published in June, estimated numbers 

involved and provided the most detailed 

descriptions of the gas chambers.

The first full English translation of the report was 

produced in November 1944.

Vrba-Wetzler report
April 1944



Film was shown of the April liberation of 

Bergen-Belsen by the British, in a cinema 

in Hampstead the following month.

One viewer found it difficult to explain 

what it was showing. They thought the 

Government had played an ‘unfair trick’ 

by showing it because they believed the 

camp was so bad due to disorganisation 

at the end of the war, rather than a 

deliberate policy of starvation which, they 

said, ‘just isn’t sense.’

Mass observation directive
May 1945
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Part of the report about the Nazi-occupied 

Channel Islands reads:

‘When the Germans proposed to put their 

anti-Jewish measures into force, no protest 

whatsoever was raised by any of the 

Guernsey officials and they hastened to give 

the Germans every assistance. By contrast, 

when it was proposed to take steps against 

the Freemasons, of which there are many in 

Guernsey, the Bailiff [Alexander Coutanche] 

made considerable protests and did 

everything possible to protect the Masons.’

Guernsey British Intelligence Report 
August 1945
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RESOURCES 5:

A5 COLOUR CARDS, 

SINGLE-SIDED



1939
January

Central Office for Jewish Emigration 

established under Reinhard Heydrich to force 

Jews to leave Germany

May

British Parliament passes law to restrict 

Jewish immigration to Palestine, despite 

Churchill’s protest

1st September

Germany invades Poland

3rd September

Britain and France declare war on Germany

8th October

The first large ghetto created in German-

occupied Poland
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1940
23rd January 

First operational break of the German 

Enigma code

May 

Polish political prisoners begin to arrive at 

Auschwitz I

10th May

Churchill becomes British Prime Minister

3rd July

The Madagascar Plan discussed by the 

Nazis to ship all the Jewish people of 

Europe onto the African island

July-October

Battle of Britain – British victory forces 

Hitler to postpone invasion plans
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1941
22nd June

Operation Barbarossa, the German invasion 

of the Soviet Union, begins.

31st July 

Heydrich plans a ‘total solution to the Jewish 

question,’ which leads to the organised 

murder of Jews by Einstazgruppen mobile 

killing squads. Genocide has begun.

18th October

Himmler orders ‘no emigration by Jews to 

overseas’, trapping Jews in Nazi Europe.

December

Opening of first death camp at Chelmno.

7th December 

Japanese bomb Pearl Harbour. The following 

day Hitler declares war on the United States.
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1942
20th January

The Wannsee Conference, a meeting to 

coordinate details of the mass killing of Jews.

26th March

First two trains of Jews arrive at Auschwitz II, 

which has an operational gas chamber.

30th May

The British bomb Cologne, bringing the war 

to Germany for the first time.

28th June

Germany and its Axis allies launch new 

offensive against the Soviet Union.

23rd July

Treblinka death camp starts operating.
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1943
30th January & 2nd February

The German army, trapped in Stalingrad 

and forbidden to retreat by Hitler, 

surrenders to Soviet troops.

8th September

the Germans seize control of Rome and 

northern Italy, after the Italian government 

tries to surrender to the Allies.

9th September

Allied troops land near Naples in Southern 

Italy.
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1944
19th March

Mass deportation of Hungarian Jews to 

Auschwitz follows German occupation.

6th June

D-Day – the Allied invasion of France.

25th August

Paris is liberated by the Allies, with a 

regiment of the Free French forces.

Winter

Death marches – as the Soviet army 

advances, Himmler orders all 

concentration camp prisoners be brought 

into Nazi Germany, to work and to stop 

them telling their stories to the Allies.
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1945
27th January

Auschwitz-Birkenau, abandoned by the SS 

ten days before, is liberated by the Soviet 

Red Army.

15th April

Bergen-Belsen liberated by the British 11th

Division.

30th April

Hitler commits suicide after dictating his 

last words that, even to the end, raved 

against the Jewish people as Germany’s 

‘racial enemies’.

7th May

Germany surrenders unconditionally.
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