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British responses to the
Holocaust

What were the British responses to the unfolding
genocide during the Second World War?
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What have you learnt
about the Holocaust so far?

Genocide had
implications for the whol
of continental Europe

What was the rest of th
world doing as the
genocide unfolded?
soV\E" -

What British responses
were there?

B
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Taking a survey:

oOoWhat happened when
government knew about the mass murder
of Jews?0

What do you think most KS3 students
would say?



Declared war on Germany

Developed rescue plans to save Jewish people

. Promised to punish the killers after the war

. Bombed Auschwitz

. Attacked Jews in Britain

Ignored it

. None of the abovithe government knew nothing until the
end of the war



Figure 7.3 Student responses to survey question 64, ‘What happened when the British government knew
about the mass murder of Jews?’ (by year group)
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Figure 7.3 Student responses to survey question 64, ‘What happened when the British government knew
about the mass murder of Jews?’ (KS3 students)
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Where do our stories of rescue come
from?

1939 and 1945



1939



© USHMM

What rescue stories do we choose to remember?

Nicholas Winton worked tirelessly t
rescue Jewish children from Germa
occupied Czechoslovakia.

On eve of war, he took applications
parents at his hotel in Prague.

Found foster homes willing to take
them.

Rescued 669 children.

Altogether, about 10,000 children w
rescued from Nazicupied Europe.


https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0
https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0

OThat os | 1 f e



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_nFuJAF5F0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_nFuJAF5F0

'‘What happened when the British government knew abou
the mass murder of Jews?'

\ In addition to the more than 600
children saved by Nicholas Wintc
the British government admitted

almost 10,000 Jewish children ol

Kirs' spand some 70,000

ees in all before the

econd World Warr.

Britain developed rescue plans to s
Jews.

© USHMM
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https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0
https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0

NWhat happened whe o 3
government knew about the mass murc

of Jews?0 But é
\ A Perhapsen times as many Jewish refugees w
\ refused entry into the UK as were admitted b
f“‘"‘f A Kindertranspavere initiated by individuals like

Nicholas Winton rather than the government.

+1 A Rescuers had to organiserigthg to pay for
transport to Britain and to pay a guarantee of
that children would not remain in the UK at th
of the war.

A The period to 1939 was before the outbreak
war, before the systematic murders had dapL
British policy change during the war?

'\, A There are no photographs of the Jewish pare
= behind in Nazi Europe. Those excluded from
are not part of the British experience becaust

CASE CLOSED? never saw them.

© USHMM



https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0
https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0

1945



What do you notice?
What might this tell you

THis IS THE SITE OF

| THE u\ FAMOUS BELSEN CONCENTRATION CAMP
dibeiated Dy e Sritist e 15 i 1045,

10000 UNBURIED DEAD WERE FOUND HERE,
ANCTHER 13000 HAVE SINCE DIED

ALL OF THEM VICTIMS OF THE

CERMAN NEW ORDER! IN EUROPE, ‘
AND AN EXAMPLE OF NAZlI KULTUR. (‘




Wh at was Oknowno about

p Atrocities: Interviews at Bergen-Belsen (1945) | British Pathé

© British Pathé



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ep3QkJTKqrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ep3QkJTKqrE

OWhat happened wh Br
government knew about the mass mur

of Jews ?0

yd

Soe

p Atrocities: Interviews at Bergen-Belsen (1945) | British Pathé Brltaln kn eW nothlng Untll -l
end of the warr.

© British Pathé

eor is 1it? Letodos | ook at some sour
Holocaust and when, and what responses there were.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ep3QkJTKqrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ep3QkJTKqrE

What do historical sources say about
British responses to the Holocaust?



. Source A (Mérch 193
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Source B (September, 19

OWe and France
fulfilment of our obligations,
going to the aid of Poland,
who is so bravely resisting
this wicked and unprovoked
attack h ef




Source C (€.1940)
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© Telegraph Media Group Ltd

GERMANS MURDER 700,000

TRA ( X
M DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER

1 ore than 700,000 Polish Jews have been |,
slaughtered by the Germans in the greatest |
massacre in the world’s history. In addition, a e
f}y]'stem of starvation is being carried out in which i3
Ge number of deaths, on the admission of the |
€rmans themselves, bids fair to be almost as |sa
large, .
h The most gruesome details of mass killing, even to -
the use ofiaoxg:on gas, are revealed in a report sent secre;lg en
;\? Mr. S. Zygielboim, Jewish representative on the Polis g
ational Council in London, by an active group In Poland. |y

It is strongly felt that action should be taken to prevent
Hitler from carrying out his threat that five minutes |
. beforgtthe war ends, how- | oot About o
€ver it may end, he will trace of them has been lost. ut |cs

: ! . into barracks i
Extermmate all Jews in/} Luf,?ﬂ,",:;ﬁgb‘.’mngw there 1s not |
b ur opet; a single Jew there. s {:

was the avow 1 during Marc men on
the Germans trome?hien;:?go:g% a g'rg?m list were shot outside TI
of the war to exterminate the their homes. A similar number of }:
teaish  population on  Polish | Ml Sieet doors during an arranged

umwryl‘ ! t of terror in the Warsaw gheg:o. cas
Ge a 1940 New Year message All social groups in the ghetto were |th
uleiter Grelser said that the affected. More such nights are [s0¢
only use to be made of the Poles  cxpected. nt
was as slaves for Germany, but| The Warsaw ghetto, actually an|wil
for We Jews there was no future. ¢xtensive concentration camp, houses |1




o AV
- Source E (August 1942

iu_/boﬁ}
(oizR]. AU 194 RERARDNEITAL Boo 1o
B RE CB, ’
ir, Norton, De 4.48 pems A t 10th, 1943,
Tios 2851, Be 6:55 Done Acuet 1oth? 10da.
AW IOth. 1049,
Jovy

Following from His lajesty's Consul General at Geneva Mo,
174 (Begins), e

Follo for ¥r, 5.3, Silyerman I,P,, Chalirman of British
Section, Torld Jewish Congress London from Mr, Gerhart Riegner
Secretary of Vorld Jewish Congress, Geneva,

(Begins].

Recedved alapming report gtat that, in the Fuehrer's
Headouarters, & plan has been disc%éslged, and 1s under consideration,

according to which all Jews in countries occupisd or controlled
by Germany mmbering 5+ to 4 millions should, after deportation
and oconcentration in the Bast, be at one blow extarminat

in order to resolve, once and for sll the Jewlsh question
Euwrope, Action is ed to be plamned for the autum. Vays
of execution are still being discussed inclu the use of
prussic acid, Ve transmit information with all the necessary
reservation, as exactitude cannot be confirmed by us., Owr
informant is rogorted to have close comnexions with the highest
German authorities, and his reports are generally reliable,
Please inform and consult New York, (Bnds?. 8



Wy

57. @ Source F (September, 19:

The garman is now more hated This tragedy fills one with astonishment
in every country in Europe as well as w indignation,
than any race hs bn since human records
began. and illustrates as nothing else can do,

the utter degradation of the Nazi nature

In a dozen countries Hitler's firing parties

: and of all who lend themselves
are at work every morning,

to its unnatural and ververted pascions.

and a dark stream of cold execution blood

t : ; : :
f10:§db§§$§:% a?i %EZ?iniellowmen. When the hour of liberation strikes in Europe,

as strike 1t will,
it will also be the hour of retribution.
The cruelties, the massacres of hostages,
the brutal persecutions
in wh the Germans hv indulged

in every land into wh their armies hv broker

hv recently received an addition
in the most bestial

and the most senseless / jf‘ﬁb
of all their offencesy .. ‘¢
LN :;/.

namely, the mass deportations
of Jews from France,

w the pitiful horrors attendant upon
the calculated and final scattering
of families.

© The Imperial War Museum

Reference: CHAR 9/156 A
Image © The Sir Winston Churchill Archive Trust
& content © the copyright owner. 2001 8x

© The Sir Winston Churchill Archive Trust



© The Sir Winston Churchill Archive Trust
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il 29 octover, 1942,
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* 1 ecannot refrain from sending, through you, Lo the

audience which is assembling under your Chelrmanship at

the

inflicted on the Jews, the assurar

Albert, Hail todey t0 protest against Nazi atrocitiss

ice of my warm synmpethy

S A ISR I SN pRE R e o s el Caca <
withi the objects of the meeting. The systematic

cruelties Lo which the Jewish psople - men, women, and

"

children - have Deen exposed under the Nazi regime are

amongst the most terrivle events of history, and place

an indelible stain upon all wno perpetrate and instigate
men and women denounce thése vile crimes,

world struggle ends with the enthronemsnt

of human rights, racial persecution wilil be ended.
\ l' = !
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His Grace ] /

T ] A Y o "/"
The Lord Archbiishoy of Canterbury. - [\ ¥

Source G (October, 194

© The Imberiél War Museum




Source H (December, 1€

6t he Ger man aut hor ’*\\N‘“; content [itt: h
denying to persons of Jewish race in all -

territories over which their barbarous ful
has been extended the most elementary’
human rights, are now carrying into effecti
Hitler's oft repeated intention to exterminate
the Jewish peopl ¢ |
condemn in the strongest possible te -
this bestial policy of dxtabded
exterminati onésuc
strengthen the resolve of all freedom
peoples to overthrow the barbarous
tyrannyeé those re
crimes shal/l not




Source | (May, 194.

0The responsibility for the crime of the mul
Jewish nationality in Poland rests first of all on those who are
carrying it out, but indirectly it falls also upon the whole of
humanity, on the peoples of the Allied nations and on their
governments, who up to this day have not taken any real steps
to halt this crime. By looking on passively upon this murder of
defenceless millions of tortured children, women and men they
have become partners to the

€l cannot continue to |ive a
of Polish Jewry, whose representative | am, are being
murdered. My comrades in the Warsaw ghetto fell with arms in
their hands in the last heroic battle. | was not permitted to fall
like them, together with them, but | belong with them, to their
mass grave.

By my death, | wish to give expression to my most profound
protest against the inaction in which the world watches and
permits the destruction of t hervowromn —pouopr

| bid farewell to all and everything dear to me and loved by me.

S. ZYGI ELBOJ MO



FIryg -

RESCUE
 THE
 PERISHING

A summary of the position regard- il
ing the Nazi Massacres of Jewish =~ | e —

and other victims and of proposals “ The above-mentioned Governments and the French

for their resCRe National Committee condemn in the strongest possible terms

this bestial policy of cold-blooded extermination. They declare

AN APPEAL A PROGRAMME that such events can only strengthen the resolve of all freedom-

loving peoples to overthrow the barbarous Hitlerite tyranny.

AND A CHALLENGE They re-affirm their solemn resolution to ensure that those
responsible for these crimes shall not escape retribution, and to
by press on with the necessary practical measures to this end.” -

ELEANUR F n ATHB“NE But the ‘‘ practical measures”’ then promised were for re-
. -ribution not for rescue. The massacres continued. The later facts
M.P,, D.C.L., LL.D. SUBER- i iy IR S T RN A s

LONDON
The National Committee for Rescue from Nazi Terror
30 Maiden Lane, W.C.2



Source K (July, 194
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Hampstead Atrocity Film Indirects e Gy

© Mass Observation

J
M 40 B 3¢ Do 45 Y

"I think it has ben rather an unfair trick of the Govery=-
ment to havefastened on these horror camps like +this, I don't
say it wasn', a dreadful thing, but I do think they should tell
us the other side of the picture - the fearful disorgan®s ation
of Germany during the kst few months, due to our bombing large=
lye Well, I ask you, would the Germans deliberately establish
focal points of dysentery and typhus all over Germany if they
could avoid it? They know as well as we do that it /can', be
confined to the camps onde it has broken out, It wi.ll very quik
ly spead al over Germany, Nos the disorganisation made it ime
possible to run the camps or supply them at all, 'I don't say
they were run like the Ritz befure all this, but I .o think it's
gross misrepresentation to sugest that the rrisoners have been
treated like that all along, delgberately. It Just isn't sensel

As for the pictures of thin, starving people , dead am alive
- well, dysentery and typhus- are wisting diseases, and anyone
suffering from advanced sages of them will look like that no
matter what their diet is or &s been,"



OWhat happened when the Brit
murder of Jews?0

A. Declared war on Germany
B. Developed rescue plans to save Jewish people

C. Promised to punish the killers after the war

D. Bombed Auschwitz Soé having
the evidence, what do

E. Attacked Jews in Britain you now think?

F. Ignored it

G. None of the abovithe government knew nothing until the
end of the war




What stories should we tell of British
responses to the Holocaust?



Telling the story of British response

As a group, take the event cards and arrant
them in any way you like that best explains
British responses to the Holocaust.

You might consider:

A How events unfolded over time (use the.
year cards to help with this)

A Which events might be linked together in
some way (e.g. thematically, causally)

A Which are the most significant

A If you had to chooseaBy 4t o Ot e
of British responses, which would they be
why?

You have 15 minutes.



Telling the story of British response

23 Jan
Firstogerational brsak inlo Fnigms {The
Garman encrypted cods)

May
Folis ool prsoners begin fo arr
Auschle|

10 May
Ghurchil beoome Brish Prime Kinister

3 July

1he Madagascar Plan o stp all Ihe Jewsh
sooplo of Europs orto the Afican isand
July-October

Batfls of Batzin — Batish vclory forces Hiller
1o postcone invasion plans

Cperalion Bartarcesa bengs - s Geinsn
invasion of he Soviet Unon

31+ July
H

ians 2 Yol ciufion 10 fhe Jewis

Guestion. which kads i e orgrnised
it of Jews by nstazorupsen mebike
Killng squats. Genocdo bas bogun.

18" October

Hirrie: ordsrs o smgrein by Jews Lo
oversess

December

Cpening of frst death camp s Chelra
T December

Japarase barrb Parl Herbar US and Birtsin
deciare war on Jspan

Wanascs Conference a mecting to
coardinate detais of the mass killng of Jews

26" March
First bwo rans smve al Auschenlz ||, wich
has an operztional gas chamber

307 May
The Britisn bomb Cologne, i
o Germany fr e (el e

ing the var

28% June

Gormany and Axis alles launch ew
oftensive ogainst the Soviet Union
23 July

Trobiink doath camp starts cporating

Newspaper repo

307 January & 21 February

‘The Gamar sy, frsapsd n Stalicgrad snd

forbidden to refieat by lter, sunendors to
oo,

" September

g Germans senza conbol o Ko and
nomhem haly, aker i Halisn govemment
ies o surendor ts i Alcs

9" September
Alled toogs lzad near Napkes in Southen

iy

s Jewish murders

May, 1942

GERMANS MURDER 700,000
JEWS IN POLAND

TRAVELLING GAS CHAMBERS

The Daily Telegraph reported the
rmurders of 700,000 Jews in Poland

It called it 'the greatest massacre in the
world's history. It even mentioned the
use of poison gas. The report is based
on information sent to Szmuel
Zygielbojm of the Polish National
Council in London by an undergraund
Palish group thst managed to smuggle
details out of the country.

The Allied Declaration
December, 1942

Anthony Eden declared in the House of
Commons that;

‘reliable reports have recently reached
His Majesty’s Govemment regarding the
barbarous and inhuman treatment to
which Jews are being subjected in
German-cccupied Europe... The
German authorities, are now carrying
into effect Hitier's oft repeated intention
to exterminate the Jewish peaple in
Europe.”

19" March
Hisss deportation of Hungznan Jaws Lo
Auscwz folows Geran cocuzaten

D-Day - the Alled invasion of France
25" August
Panis s becaled by the Alliss
Winter

marches - as fhe Scet amy
adances. Himmler orcers al concentiation
camp prisones be brought ino Nazi

o work and o siop heen lellng

ther stories o the Allics

27 January
huscawiz Birkenau berated by the Red
aamy

150 Apil
RarmenBalssn ibaraled by tre Erish 11
Dision

300 April

1 ter commits suiee after dietatng his
el el e Lo e end r2ved apnel
Jewish people

ey
Germany surreners uncondion

Using the date card:

an example



Kindertransport

November 193&ugust 1939

\! Followingristallnackhe British governmel
agreed to allow up to 10,000 Jewish chil
to enter the United Kingdom.

British citizens like Nicholas Winton worked tirele
rescue Jewish children.

Winton helped raise funds to pay for their transp
"guaranteed the Britistht
remain in the UK after the war. In all, he found fc
homes for 669 children.

The chil drends parent ¢
to the UK have been left out from public memory

© USHMM


https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0
https://youtu.be/6_nFuJAF5F0

Deporting Jewish refugees

March 1939

When the Nazis invaded Czechosl
on the 1March, some Jews decide
flee. Refugees at the time had no

automatic right of entry to Britain, u
I they could show they had enough r
or had someone to look after them.

In Britain there was some oppositic
~ immigration on the grounds that

« threatened British jobs, and some f

that ofl oodgates

Britain offered sanctuary to all who

wanted it.

© Wiener Library




British internment camps

c.1940

On the outbreak of war, Gedaarsh

citizens such as Ludwig Neumann, who
come to Britain as a refugee from Nazi t
were seen as oOenem
Internment camps, most on the Isle of M

Some British citizens resented their pres
They called the 1in
Ot hievessd and oOomur

Archives has many letters that members
the public wrote to the Home Office at th
time that used this sort of language.

© Wiener Library



um

© The Imperial War Muse

Chur ch

August, 1941

Churchill described the actions of
Einsatzgruppémobile killing squads) as
Hi t |l er 0s f orces I
in 1941.

OAs his armies ad
are being exterminated. Scores of
thousands, literally scores of thousand
of executions in cold blood are being
perpetrated by the German police troo
upon the Russian patriots who defend
t heir native soil
of a crime withou



Sinking of the MV Struma

February, 1942

The MV Struma was a ship trying to ta
nearly 800 Jewish refugees from Rom:
to Britislsontrolled Palestine.

The British refused the ship permissior

| ~land in Palestine, so the Turkish autho
g towed her out to sea from Istanbul whe

. she was sunk by a Soviet submarine.

All the passengers died apart frgeal9
old David Stoliar, who clung to a piece
floating wreckage and was rescued.



Newspaper reports Jewish murd

© Telegraph Media Group Ltd.

May, 1942

GERMANS MURDER 700,000
JEWS IN POLAND |

TRAVELLING GAS CHAMBERS |!

DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER
More than 700,000 Polish Jews have been
slaughtere_d by the Germans in the greatest
massacre in the world’s history. In addition, a

[
te

-
= o

sttem of starvation is being carried out in which s
Ge number of deaths, on the admission of the -
€rmans themselves, bids fair to be almost as |sa
large. -
h 'I?he most gruesome details of mass killing, even to -
the usep?oxson gas, are revealed in a report sent secre.th cn
to Mr. S, Zygielboim, Jewish representative on the Polis o
Na_nonal Council in London, by an active group in Poland. |ep
It is strongly felt that action should be taken to prevent
Hitler from carrying out his threat that five minutes |
beforg the war ends, how- | —mm@m8M8M8MmM ———————— bo- tn
ever 11t been lost. About
; it may end, he will L‘ce:;{)rtch:f?r:mp:u into barracks in |on

exterminate all Jews in
Europe.
It was the avowed intenti
the Germans from the ea?lyU;a;:
gg‘mg w;g \ta‘l) te‘mermmaw the
atio
tetiory P n  on Polish

a Lublin suburb. Now there is not |
a single Jew there. fas
In Cracow during March 50 men on |{o
a proscribed list were shot outside
their homes. A similar number of toc
men and women were killed outside | fo
the}Ir st}'eﬂ. doo;'s ?)z\mn an :r:?‘nm -
] night of terror in the Warsa etto.
o.ln] & 1940 New Year message All social groups in the ghetto were [t
uleiter Greiser said that the affected. More such nights are|so«
only use to be made of the Poles cxpected. ar
was as slaves for Germany, but he Warsaw ghetto, actually an|Wil
for Whe Jews there was no future. | cxtensive concentration camp, houses| D

TheDalily Telegrapdported the
murders of 700,000 Jews in Poland.

|t called It t he
worl dos history.
use of poison gas. The report is base
on information sent to Szmuel
Zygielbojm of the Polish National
Council in London by an undergroun
Polish group that managed to smugc
details out of the country.

0
r



Reigner Telegram

August, 1942

Gerhardt Reigner (of the World Jewish
Congress) sent a telegram to the Britis
government, which said:

Orecei ved alar min
Fuehrer's Headquarters, a plan has be
discussed, and is under consideration,
according to which all Jews in countrie
occupied or controlled by Germany

numbering 3% to 4 millions should, aft
deportation and concentration in the E
be at one Dbl ow ex

© USHMM



Churchi | | ;: Ot

September, 1942

In the House of Commons Churchill
gave a speech declaring:

OWhen the hour o f
Europe, as strike it will, it will also be
hour o f retri but i

It set out the consistent British strate
belief that it was necessary to win the
war first, and then punish the
perpetrators afterwards. Saving Jews
was never made an Allied war aim.

© The Imperial War Museum



Karski report

November, 1942

Jan Karski provided-dewish, eye
witness testimony to the British Forel
Office about events in Poland. He
conveyed secret messages from the
Polish resistance to the Polish
governmeitexile in London.

His report described the liquidation o
the Warsaw ghetto, deportations, anc
gassings at Belzec. It led to the Alliec
Declaration in December 1942.

© USHMM




The Allied Declaration

December, 1942

Anthony Eden declared in the House
Commons that:

Oreliable report s
His Majesty's Government regarding
barbarous and inhuman treatment to
which Jews are being subjected in
Germawwn ccupi ed Eur o
German authorities are now carrying
effect Hitler's oft repeated intention tc
exterminate the Jewish people In
Europe. 0




Archbi shop of

March, 1943

In the House of Lords the Archbishop ple:
for the rescue of Jews:

O0The Jews are bei ng¢
tens of t housands

The priest and t he

least responsible for the traveller's wounc
he | ay there by t he
as the picture of those who are condemn
neglecting the opportunity of showing me

We at this moment have upon us a treme
responsibility. We stand at the bar of histc
humanity and of Goc



The Bermuda Conference

April, 1943

This conference between the UK a
I US was to discuss the guestion of
= Jewish refugees who were still in N
occupied Europe. It occurred on th
. day the Warsaw ghetto uprising
Dy transmitted its

The British refused to allow Jewish
refugees entrance to Palestine, wh
was a British mandate. The only th
the conference agreed on was to n
630 Jewish refugees who had alre:
reached Spain to North Africa.




The suicide of Szmul Zygielboj

May, 1943

Frustrated at the indifference and inact
the Allied governments in the face of tf
Holocaust, especially in light of the lacl
action at the Bermuda conference and
murder of his wife Manya and son Tuvi
the Warsaw ghetto uprising, Zygielbojr
committed suicide in London in protest

He decl ared that

upon the whole of humanity, on the pe
of the Allied nations and their governm
who up to this day have not taken any
steps to halt thi




Eleanor Rathbone

June, 1943

Eleanor Rathbone was a social reformer an
iIndependent MP. In May 1943 her pamphle
ORescue the Perishii
government had done little to help refugees

Conservative MP Colonel Ward, respondinc
I n parl i ament, said

refugees of the Jewish religion might easily
the smouldering flames of antisemitism whi
exi st here I nto a f|
gravitate to the East End of London, where,
the Blitz, there was a severe housing shorte




VrbaWetzler report

April, 1944

Rudolf Vrba and Alfred Wetzler were two Sl
Jews who escaped from Auschwitz in April

Although since November 1942 the Allies I
known Jews were being killed in large numl|
Auschwitz, the Vi\Maetzler report which was
partpublished in June, estimated numbers
Involved and provided the most detailed
descriptions of the gas chambers. The first
English translation of the report was produc
November 1944.




© Mass Observation

Hampstead

Mass observation directive

May, 1945

Atrocity Film Indirectis C.G.

5 /
I 40 B Se 5e 4D ¥
"I think it has ben rather an unfair trick of the (overn-
ment to havefastened on these horror camps like this, I don't
say it wasn', a dreadful thing, but I do think
ug the other side of the picture -
of Germany during the kst few months,
lye. Well, I ask you, would the
focal points of dysentery a
could avoid it? Thsey know as

they should tell
the fearful disorgan® ation
due

to our Dbomuing large=
rately establish

neny if they

that it fecan', be

well as we do

confined to the camps onde it has br ken out, It wi.ll very aquij
ly spead al over Germany, N,y the disorganisation made it im=-
possible to run the camps or Supply them at all, 'I don't say
they were run like the Ritz befure all this, but I o think  it's

gross misrepresentation to sugest thut the ;risorers

have been
treated like that all along, deléberately,

t just isn't genseX

As for the pictures of thin, starving people , dead am alive
- well, dysentery and typhus are wosting diseases, and anyone
suffering from advanced sages of them will look like that no
matter what their diet is or &s been,"

L

Film was shown of the liberation of
BergemBelsen by the British in April, ir
cinema in Hampstead the following
month.

One viewer found it difficult to explair
what it was showing. They thought th
government had pl
showing it because they believed the
camp was so bad due to disorganisa
at the end of the war, rather than a

deliberate policy of starvation which,
said, O0just 1snot



Guernsey British Intelligence Rey

August, 1945

Part of the report about theddampied
Channel Islands reads:

OWhen the Ger mans
anttJewish measures into force, no prc
whatsoever was raised by any of the
Guernsey officials and they hastened 1
the Germans every assistance. By cor
when it was proposed to take steps ag
the Freemasons, of which there are m
Guernsey, the Balliff [Alexander Couta
made considerable protests and did

- everything possib

© The Imperial War Museum



Reflections



seen th

Figure 7.3 Student responses to survey question 64, ‘What happened when the British government knew
about the mass murder of Jews?’ (by year group)

Percentage of students

Declare war Rescue plans Punish Killers Bomb Attack Jews Ignore it None of above:
on Germany  to save Jewish after war Auschwitz in Britain knew nothing

M Year7 M Year8 ' Year9 M Year10 M Year11 1 Year12 M Year 13




Wh at st ori es of OBr it

tell ourselves?

...AND THE
POLICEMAN
SMILED /4

10,000 CHILDREN
ESCAPE FROM
NAZI EUROPE

Barry Turner

%

© The Wiener Library

-

What values do we cherish?



What does it mean to be British?
What kinds of values do we want to nurture?

© The Wiener Library



